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Late on the evening of March 23, the Nicaraguan government and the contras agreed to a 60day cease-fire to begin on April 1, while also agreeing to extend a truce declared for the present
talks until that date. President Daniel Ortega made a surprise visit to the site of the talks, and
said it was "time once and for all to bury the military confrontation." In a speech, Ortega said that
Nicaraguans have taken the first step toward a permanent peace, and that the second one must
be taken by the US and Nicaraguans together. He was referring to the Nicaraguan government's
insistence on direct negotiations with Washington on security and related matters, which the
Reagan administration has repeatedly rejected. The talks, which began on March 21, took place
in Sapoa, Nicaragua, close to the Costa Rican border. The Sapoa meetings marked the first time
representatives from both sides with decision-making perogatives met face-to-face. Cardinal
Miguel Obando y Bravo and Organization of American States Secretary General Joao Baena
Soares were invited to attend the talks as observers by the Nicaraguan government. Contra leaders
agreed to their presence. Heading the Sandinista and contra delegations were Defense Minister
Humberto Ortega and Adolfo Calero, respectively. Early on Wednesday, the government delegation
offered a proposal described as a synthesis of plans presented by both sides on Tuesday. Major
provisions of the agreement signed on March 23 are summarized below. * A temporary truce begins
Monday, March 28, giving way to a 60-day cease-fire beginning April 1. * Both sides will meet
in Managua on April 6 to discuss a permanent truce. * Verification is to be assisted by Cardinal
Miguel Obando y Bravo and Organization of American States Secretary General Joao Baena Soares.
(Under the Sandinista proposal presented on Tuesday, the guarantors of the cease-fire and other
items included under an eventual truce agreement would be the OAS, the United Nations and the
governments of 15 foreign countries, ranging from Mexico and Panama, which are sympathetic to
the Nicaraguan government, to West Germany and Italy, which have been critical of Sandinista
rule. The complete makeup of an international verification body, as of late March 23, had not been
decided by the two sides.) * The Nicaraguan government agreed to the following: 1) Grant gradual
amnesty and permit all political exiles to return to the country without fear of persecution; 2) Free
100 imprisoned contras on March 27. Half of remaining prisoners are to be freed when contras
are in specified zones, and the remainder on conclusion of a permanent truce; 3) After the final
truce is signed, 1,800 former National Guardsmen failed after the 1979 revolution will be freed;
4) Guarantees of freedom of expression in accordance with the regional peace accord signed in
August 1987. * The contras agreed to 1) Participate in elections and join government talks with
the opposition; 2) Accept the government of President Daniel Ortega as constitutionally valid and
legitimate; 3) Move into specified zones within the first 15 days of April. Zones are to be specified
by commissions at meetings to begin March 28 in Managua; 4) Accept only humanitarian aid
from a neutral organization, and no military aid from the US. [March 23: Maj. Ricardo Wheelock
told a government radio station that contra fighters had broken the cease-fire that both sides had
declared for the duration of the talks and that Sandinista soldiers had responded with artillery fire.
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Contra spokesperson Bosco Matamoros attributed the violations to communications problems. A
participant in the talks who requested anonymity told the New York Times that the environment
was remarkably comfortable. At one point, Minister Ortega mentioned his contempt for the
National Guard. When he finished, a member of the contra delegation, Walter Calderon, a former
National Guard officer, asked to reply. Calderon said that he had entered the Guard because it
was his only opportunity to get an education and that he had never committed a crime. He said
many of his comrades in arms who did not leave Nicaragua after the revolution in 1979 were in
prison for having belonged to the Guard. The unnamed negotiator told the Times that Calderon
said that as "long as his friends were in jail, he would never stop fighting...Everyone listened very
closely. When he was finished, Humberto Ortega said that for the first time he realized that the
way the guardsmen were treated after the revolution was mistaken."] On March 24, Secretary
of State George Shultz called the Nicaraguan cease-fire an "important step forward." Other
administration officials expressed "skepticism." House Speaker Jim Wright (D-Tex.) described
the agreement as a "new chapter in the unhappy history of that war-torn country. He said he
would meet with Republicans on March 28 toward drafting a bill for humanitarian aid which could
pass through Congress before the Easter recess. In Mexico City to brief President Miguel de la
Madrid on the agreement, Nicaraguan Vice President Sergio Ramirez told a news conference that
"direct negotiations with the US government is more necessary than ever" to ensure a cease-fire in
Nicaragua. In Costa Rica, President Oscar Arias said the cease-fire offers a "new and firm hope that
all Central Americans can live in peace." (Basic data from several sources, including AP, KnightRidder, New York Times, Prensa Latina)
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